Observer Response Report
Paula Brassil:  Observer

Teacher Demonstrator:  Chris-Ann Dawkins
Observer as Learner

The primary “learner” in this protocol is the observer. The observer’s only purpose is to learn how to improve his or her own practice. 

Pre-Observation 

Chris-Ann invited me to observe a ten minute Number Talk on Tuesday Jan. 23rd.

Debriefing (optional)

I asked Chris-Ann if she needed me to prepare for the lesson in any way and she suggested that I read up on Dot Images because she will be presenting a Dot image to her students and then ask them to share the number of dots they counted and share the strategy that they used to come up with their answer, the number of dots.  
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Report Observation:

1. How was the environment safe and accepting for all kinds of learners?  Explain what you noticed.  Chris-Ann began her lesson by having children review the social norms/rules to follow during the number talk session.  I noticed that this set the tone to all students the social learning expectations and respect required to each other when someone is talking and participating in the number talk session. Please see the posted rules below.  Children had their own space near the dot image and all were able to see the image clearly.  I noticed Chris-Ann was cautious with giving all students a turn to speak and share as well as giving them the amount of time they needed to solve the problem as well as explain.
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2. How was the Protocol used during the number talk? Explain what you noticed.

I noticed that even though I wanted to jump in and teach I did not.  I refrained from speaking and rather I was an active listener and observer recording what I noticed.

3. What did you notice about the teacher as a “facilitator, questioner, listener, and learner”?  Chris-Ann was very patient while children were sharing and set a pace that promoted all children’s attention.  She facilitated in a way that also promoted children to ask each other questions about the strategies that they used to solve the problem.  She repeated cues, such as I know everyone is ready when they show me their hand cue. (Thumbs up)  By repeating the cue it set the expectation for children to follow and it monitored whether or not individual children needed more time. She asked questions to challenge the children like, How do you know that it is 22?  What helped you come up with 22?   Explain that again please.  

4. How did you see mental math to increase efficiency and knowledge of number relationships?  Chris- Ann presented 3 10 frames and only one frame had all 10 dots.  This aided with monitoring if students know what makes 10, did they count on from 10, and did they use facts of 10 to solve the problem. 














































Modified from: National School Reform. http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/protocols/ 


