
© 2009 Handwriting Without Tears®  www.hwtears.com/screener  |  2nd Grade    1 

The Screener of Handwriting Proficiency is designed for  
educators and specialists to help them assess critical and measurable 
skills that students need for success. The Screener is quick and easy to 
administer, and you can use it for individuals and whole groups to get 
valuable performance outcomes and to plan for intervention.

The Screener works with all handwriting curricula and with any type of 

to monitor progress.

Screener of
Handwriting Proficiency

Let’s get started:

Copy the Student Sheet.

Administration Packet - 2nd

2nd Grade Student Sheet
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HOW TO ADMINISTER
Get Started -  
directions, following the pattern for the next letters or numbers.  
Do not give students additional verbal cues or visual models.
Say:   

 
 

(Wait until after the screening to fill in the date.)

Capital Letters
Say:  We will start with capital letters. 

A and B. 
Write capital C in the next space. Write capital D. 

E. Write capital F. 
Continue using the pattern on the Student Sheet.

Numbers
Say: 1. 

Write number 2 in the next space. Write number 3. 
Continue using the pattern on the Student Sheet.

Lowercase Letters
Say:  

Below the numbers are lowercase letters and spaces. 
a. 

Write lowercase b c  d. 
Continue using the pattern on the Student Sheet.

Sentence
Say:  

to the smiley face. There are four words. Wait for me to  
spell the words. (Do not give capital, spacing, or punctuation clues.)

 The 1st word is how Write how, h - o - w  
 The 2nd word is do Write do, d - o  
 The 3rd word is eagles Write eagles, e - a - g - l - e - s  
 The last word is fly Write fly, f - l - y  
 This is the end of the sentence.
When finished, say: Now, turn over your paper.
Collect papers; mark the Student Sheet to indicate screening date.

Tips for Screening:

letter displays or turn desks away 
from letter displays.
Use privacy folders to  
prevent copying.
Use pencils only.
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2nd Grade Answer Key

What’s next?

from hwtears.com/screener.

2nd Grade Answer Key

2nd Grade Student Sheet
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Formation - Starts at the bottom or writes out of order
Size - Writes too large for grade
Neatness - Demonstrates poor quality of written work
Speed -

Posture - Sits slumped, feet unsupported
Pencil Grip - Has awkward grip
Helper Hand - Does not use hand to hold paper
Other - Exhibits cognitive, physical, language, or attention issues

PRINTING CONCERNS CHECKLIST


